
Try a softboiled golden 
age mystery (Danger 
in the Dark, Mingnon 
Eberhart)

COP/DETECTIVE

California

East Coast

Overseas

     Who’s our 
fearless leader?

Wanna See 
The Movie?

YES

YES

NO

NO

Choose your 
location . . .

NYC

Mob

Corrupt Government

Want to read 
a series?

PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR

Guns,  Guts and Glory?

Vaguely Contemporary

Detroit

Racist Thugs

Perdition, USA, Gary 
Phillips & When 
Last Seen Alive, Gar 
Anthony Haywood

CONCERNED CITIZEN

Works for 
 the Man

Self-Made Man

Gritty Urban

Dark Middle America

Female Justice Seeker

Male

CUTE CO-ED WITH 
MAGNIFYING GLASS

Go home with a 
Nancy Drew and 
leave Hardboiled 
for the brave

CASE-CRACKING
INVESTIGATIVE REPORTER

BRING IT ONNO THANKS 

     Motivated By Greed

 Prohibition Era

   European Nomads

GO

Lonely Hearts, 
John Harvey

Golden Gate is Red, Jim 
Kohlberg & Flower in the 
Desert, Walter Satterthwait

Blue Eyes, 
Jerome Charyn

The Harker File, Marc Olden, 
The Big Kiss Off of 1944, 
Andrew Bergman, & The Fifth 
Key, George H. Coxe

Box Nine, Jack 
O’Connell & Floater, 
Joseph Koenig

Bodyguard, 
Rex Burns

Jeopardy is My Job, 
Stephen Marlowe

Glitter Dome, Joseph 
Wambaugh & Done for  
a Dime, David Corbett

Because the Night, 
James Ellroy

Whiskey River, 
Loren Estleman

Slipping Into Darkness, Peter 
Blauner

Candleland, 
Martyn Waites

Telling Lies, 
Wendy Hornsby

Act of Fear, Dennis 
Lynds & Death Wish, 
Brian Garfield

A  G u i d e 
t o  C r a c k i n g 

H a r d b o i l e d  F i c t i o n

A N D  F I N D I N G  Y O U R 
N E X T  R E A D --

  

    
   Drugs

Pick your vice?

Just Plain Scum

http://www.openroadmedia.com/books/blue-eyes.aspx
http://www.openroadmedia.com/books/the-golden-gate-is-red.aspx
http://www.openroadmedia.com/books/a-flower-in-the-desert.aspx
http://www.openroadmedia.com/books/because-the-night.aspx
http://www.openroadmedia.com/books/lonely-hearts.aspx
http://www.openroadmedia.com/books/slipping-into-darkness.aspx
http://www.openroadmedia.com/books/whiskey-river.aspx
http://www.openroadmedia.com/books/candleland.aspx
http://www.openroadmedia.com/books/telling-lies.aspx
http://www.openroadmedia.com/books/act-of-fear.aspx
http://www.openroadmedia.com/books/death-wish.aspx
http://www.openroadmedia.com/books/body-guard1.aspx
http://www.openroadmedia.com/books/the-glitter-dome.aspx
http://www.openroadmedia.com/books/done-for-a-dime.aspx
http://www.openroadmedia.com/search/?q=is%20my%20job
http://www.openroadmedia.com/books/box-nine.aspx
http://www.openroadmedia.com/books/floater.aspx
http://www.openroadmedia.com/books/perdition-usa.aspx
http://www.openroadmedia.com/books/when-last-seen-alive.aspx
http://www.openroadmedia.com/books/danger-in-the-dark.aspx
http://www.openroadmedia.com/books/the-harker-file.aspx
http://www.openroadmedia.com/books/the-big-kiss-off-of-1944.aspx
http://www.openroadmedia.com/books/the-fifth-key1.aspx



